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08 2022

For the New Constitution in Chile

"Apruebo" Internacional, due to its global significance

Chile has been a global reference for political processes, social movements, intellectual debates and major
transformations at different historical junctures.

For processes of democratization Chile has had a strong impact on Latin America since its independence. The
Chilean public health and education model has been an example for many countries in the region since the
beginning of the 20th century.

The election of Salvador Allende in 1970 marked the beginning of what is known as the "Chilean road to
socialism". In the context of the culmination of the social struggles of the 1960s, this project showed the
possibility of profound social change. This process was not only of interest to Latin America and the
Caribbean, but also to various peoples of the global South and North.

Augusto Pinochet's coup d'état on September 11, 1973 marked a rupture with this project of democratic
socialism, not only in Chile but — with few exceptions — in Latin America and the world. The authoritarian
restoration of the civil-military dictatorship was accompanied by the installation of a neoliberal project that
profoundly changed society. Chile became the laboratory and international reference point for the deployment
of neoliberalism as an economic model and as an anti-social project.

Since 1990, the Chilean transition, driven by popular struggles and the plebiscite against continuance of
Pinochet in power, initiated a slow change of the authoritarian political culture without transforming the
fundamental features of the neoliberal model. Thirty years later, the proposal for a New Constitution in Chile,
emerging from a popular outcry in October 2019, represents the hope of not only overcoming authoritarian
neoliberalism, but also of offering creative and genuinely democratic responses to the multiple contemporary
crises.

In comparative terms, the proposed Constitution in Chile is one of the most democratic and advanced in the
world. Thus, it is not only part of a process of reparation and payment of a historical debt with the Chilean
people, but also a bet on a democratic, ecological and solidarity-based future that can inspire the necessary
constitutional reforms in other regions of the world, which will allow the survival of the planet and the
coexistence of humanity.

In this regard, we emphasize the following aspects:

• 1. The complete constituent process has been a celebration of democracy. Contrary to the current
Constitution, drafted by the military dictatorship, this proposal has been written by a constitutional
convention of the Chilean people in its great diversity. The constitutional text echoes the phrase
“nunca más!” to an authoritarian regime and the violation of human rights.
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• 2. From its first article, the New Constitution sends an inspiring message even beyond its borders,
when it declares that “Chile is a social and democratic State under the rule of law. It is plurinational,
intercultural, regional and ecological. It is constituted as a republic of solidarity. Its democracy is
inclusive and parity. It recognizes as intrinsic and inalienable values the dignity, freedom, and
substantive equality of human beings as well as their indissoluble relationship with nature".

• 3. The New Constitution not only redefines the Chilean State, but also proposes elements to
democratically rebuild the social fabric. It defines the social rights of its citizens and communities.
This includes the right to care that encompasses the entire life cycle from birth to death.

• 4. This new Constitution is the first in the world to establish the principle of gender parity in public
office. It also recognizes the diversity of genders and sexualities and their corresponding individual
rights and forms of coexistence.

• 5. This new constitutional text not only recognizes but celebrates diversity, protecting both individual
and collective rights. By defining the state as plurinational, intercultural and multilingual, it echoes
one of the main demands of Afro-Chileans and indigenous peoples and nations, to whom territorial
autonomies are recognized. Granting more rights for those excluded from history consolidates the
rights of society as a whole in terms of equity, equality and justice.

• 6. This autonomous orientation is also expressed at different levels for citizens in general as well as in
proposals for the decentralization of the country, for example, in the establishment of a chamber of
regions to replace the oligarchic senate.

• 7. The constitution reconquers basic labor rights such as free association, strike and collective
bargaining.

• 8. Chile is also the first state in the world to define itself, in its first constitutional article, as
ecological. This claim is supported not only by environmental rights but also by the rights of nature,
explicitly including animal rights.
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In institutional terms, the 1980 Constitution has been the bulwark of neoliberalism and authoritarianism in
Chile. Overcoming the Pinochet Constitution is an essential step towards a dignified future for all the people
of Chile.

With the proposal of the New Constitution, two great steps are advanced. On the one hand, the overcoming
of the authoritarian legacy of the dictatorship. But, beyond this, the New Constitution is a response of the
Chilean society to the most urgent problems of humanity and a bet on an ecological, dignified and
solidarity-based future.

The plebiscite of September 4, 2022 on the approval or rejection of the conventional proposal of the
constitutional convention is a milestone in the global history of democracy. We, the signatories of this letter,
want to express our strong support for the approval of the New Constitution in Chile. REJECTION
(Rechazo) would be a backlash not only to Chilean democracy, but to the emancipatory processes underway in
Latin America and the whole world. In contrast, the APPROVAL (Apruebo) will be, no doubt, a starting
point to widen and deepen the emancipatory perspectives in Chile and in the whole world.

List of the initial signatories

Alberto Acosta (Economist, President of the Constituent Assembly of Ecuador (2007-2008)), Ecuador | Greg 

Albo (Professor of Politcal Economy, York University), Toronto | Luciana Anapios (Historian, 
UNSAM/Conicet), Argentina | Mónica Baltodano (Presidenta, Fundación Popol NA), Nicaragua | Mustafa 

Barghouti (Leader and Secretary General, Palestinian National Initiative), Palestine | Luis Bazan (General 
secretary, Sindicato Vial de Córdoba), Argentina | Heinz Bierbaum (President Pary of the European Left, 
European Left/LINKE), Germany | Patrick Bond (Distinguished Professor, University of Johannesburg), 
South Africa | Tobias Boos (Political Scientist, University of Vienna), Austria | Ulrich Brand (Professor of 
International Politics, University of Vienna), Austria | Michael Brie (Chairman of the Scientific Advisory 
Board of the Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung), Germany | Breno Bringel (Professor of 
Political Sociology, State University of Rio de Janeiro), Brazil | Claudia Briones (Anthropologist, Universidad 
Nacional de Río Negro y CONICET), Argentina | Judith Butler (Professor of Philosophy and Gender Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley), USA | William Carroll (Professor of Sociology, University of Victoria), 
Canada | David Díaz Arias (Historian, University of Costa Rica), Costa Rica | Kristina Dietz (Political 
scientist, University of Vienna), Austria | Farid Esack (Professor, University of Johannesburg), South Africa | 
Dani Filc (University Professor, Ben Gurion University), Israel | Verónica Gago (Scientist, Militante 
feminista), Argentina | Jayati Ghosh (Professor, University of Massachusetts Amherst), USA | Christoph 

Görg (Professor, University for Natural Resources and Life Sciences Boku, Vienna), Austria | Claudia 

Hammerschmidt (Literary scholar, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena), Germany | Michael Hardt (Political 
Philosopher, Duke University), USA | Kathrin Hartmann (Journalist ), Germany | Stalin Gonzalo Herrera 

Revelo (Director, Instituto de Estudios Ecuatorianos), Ecuador | María Herrera-Sobek (Professor emeritus, 
University of California), USA | Mark Heywood (Human rights activist), South Africa | Joachim Hirsch 
(Professor, Goethe University Frankfurt), Germany | Rapha Hoetmer (Democracy and Global Transformation 
Program), Peru | Regina Horta Duarte (Historian, Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais), Brazil | Olaf 

Kaltmeier (Director CALAS (Maria Sibylla Merian Center for Advanced Latin American Studies), Bielefeld 
University), Germany | Boris Kanzleiter (Director of Centre for International Dialogue, 
Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung), Germany | Kirstin Katolla (Anthropologist, Bielefeld University), Germany | 
Max Koch (Professor in Social Policy and Sustainability, Lund University), Sweden | Ashish Kothari 
(Environmentalist), India | Edgardo Lander (Researcher, Universidad Central), Venezuela | Miriam Lang 
(Professor of Political Ecology, Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar), Ecuador | Stephan Lessenich (Director,
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IfS Frankfurt), Germany | Werner Mackenbach (Historian, University of Costa Rica), Costa Rica | Ruchama

Marton (Physicians for Human Rights Israel, Founder & President of Honor), Israel | Sandro Mezzadra

(Political Scientist, University of Bologna), Italy | Saleh Moslem (Co- Chair, PYD Democratic Union Party),
Syria - Rojava | Elvira Narvaja de Arnoux (Professor emeritus, Universidad de Buenos Aires), Argentina |
Antonio Negri (Philosopher), France | Andreas Novy (President, International Karl Polanyi Society), Austria |
Pablo Ospina (University lecturer, Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar), Ecuador | Morten Ougaard

(Professor, Copenhagen Business School), Denmark | Stefan Peters (Academic Director of the Instituto
Colombo-Alemán para la Paz (CAPAZ), Justus-Liebig-University Giessen), Germany | Eric Pineault

(Professor of Political Economy, Institute of environmental sciences, UQAM), Canada | Gerald Raunig

(Professor for Philosophy, European Institute for Progressive Cultural Policies), Austria | Stefan Rinke

(Historian, Freie Universität Berlin), Germany | Mario Rufer (Historian, Universidad Autónoma
Metropolitana, Xochimilco - Ciudad de México), Mexico | Alfredo Saad Filho (Professor, King's College
London), Great Britain | Sardar Saadi (Director, Institute of Social Sciences at the University of Rojava),
Rojava-Northeast Syria | Birgit Sauer (Professor of Gender and Polititcs), Österreich | Heinrich Wilhem

Schäfer (Sociologist and Theologian, Bielefeld University), Germany | Helen Schwenken (Social scientist,
University of Osnabrück), Germany | Tone Smith (Ecological Economist), Norway | Maristella Svampa

(Researcher and writer, Conicet), Argentina | Emiliano Teran Mantovani (Sociologist and researcher,
Observatorio de Ecología Política de Venezuela), Venezuela | Göran Therborn (Professor emeritus, University
of Cambridge), Great Britain | Cristina Vega (University lecturer), Ecuador | Giorgos Velegrakis (Adjunct
Faculty, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens), Greece | Mara Viveros Vigoya (Economist and
anthropologist, Universidad Nacional de Colombia), Colombia | Markus Wissen (Professor of Social Sciences,
Berlin School of Economics and Law), Germany | Adrian Gustavo Zarrilli (Historian, Universidad Nacional
de Quilmes/CONICET), Argentina | Jean Ziegler (Professor of Sociology and former UN Special Rapporteur
on the Right to Food), Schweizhttps://www.medico.de/en/apruebo-internacional
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